
openEHR and Care planning: 

a UK perspective

 

Ian McNicoll



Cancer journey



openEHR UK deployments
•Plymouth FT, Wye Valley FT - EPMA


•Dartford and Gravesham FT - EPMA + strategic open platform


•South London and Maudsley mental health Trust - EPMA + strategic open platform


•Oxford Mental Health Trust, South Tees hospital FT - EPMA 

•Somerset FT - EPMA, Shared medication records, hospital assessments


•Salford FT - Bi-modal, Allscripts + open platform strategy


•West Midlands Cancer Alliance - Shared Cancer MDT records


•North Thames and West Midlands NHS genomics medicine centres


• Cancer and Rare disease phenotypic


•Christie Hospital, Manchester


•Full Cancer EPR


•Digital Health and Care, Wales


•NHS Scotland National Digital platform - ReSPECT


•OCEANIC N. Ireland Genomics platform - Clinical genetics 

•English ICS projects


• SNEE ROSI - End of Life / anticipatory care /ReSPECT/ Diabetes


• One London Care planning solution - CMC migration


• Lancashire Shared Medication/ Prescribing records / Referrals



NES Digital Service

It is no longer acceptable in this age that our health 
service is still using multiple incompatible systems…

…the best way forward for data sharing is through a 
single platform…

NHS Scotland: National Digital Platform

 

https://wardle.org/strategy/2019/09/22/health-technology.html


NHS Wales: Clinical data engine

• Cardiology

• Shared medications

• Allergies, alerts

 

https://wardle.org/strategy/2019/09/22/health-technology.html


SNEE - ROSI End of Life Care Plan
• End of life Care planning 

• coProduced PHR

• Cohesion patient app

• full access + limited write back via 

openEHR API

• SNOMED-CT enabled 

• Care planning platform

• Diabetes care journey

• Social care journey 

• Regional datastore??



One- London Urgent Care plan

• Urgent Care Plan

• Multiple integrations inc. GP, Hospital, OOH

• 50,000 live records to be migrated

• Sophisticated legacy app to be replicated/

improved 

• Care planning platform

• ‘Information for life’ pattern

• ? Sickle-cell disease

• ? Frailty / dementia / care homes

• ? Longitudinal paediatrics record



What it looks like



An	integrated	platform	to	quickly	 
solve	new	challenges

• Single	sign	on	from	existing	systems	

• Patient	and	carer	access	via	NHS	App

• Centralised	deployment	to	all	users

• Rapid	co-production	of	new	use	cases

• Interoperable	data

• Instant	read/write	access	to	data

• Secure	and	governed



Governance impact of an openEHR 
Platform
• New or updated models can be applied by 

‘no-code’ configuration - simple upload

• No further engineering is required 

• The CDR vendor has no control over this 
process, so ‘locus of control’ changes 

• SNEE-ROSI and One London ‘own’ the 
models and design process



coProduced Record



Neil Robinson IHE-UK and One London project

Patient-centric, Coherent ‘Primary’ record ?



CGEM Framework

• Patient-centric Semantic 
framework

• Contextual

• Global

• Events

• Managed processes



Global: Living arrangements 



Contextual: End of life Care plan 



One London:

from ‘Urgent Care Plan’ to ‘Universal Care plan’

• in next 6 months 

• Sickle Cell disease (national) 

• Dementia

• Frailty

• Learning disability

• Autism

• Children - Asthma, Diabetes 

• Personal Care and Support Plan

• then 

• Care Contingency plans 

• Epilepsy

• Renal

• Diabetes

• Respiratory disease



Applying C-GEM to Dementia dataset



NHS-E Personal Care and Support Plan



What is a Personal Care and Support Plan?

• A high-level holistic view of issues, 
strengths and goals from a patient 
perspective? 
 
or 

• A ‘Master care plan’ - summary /
overview of key long-term conditions / 
pathways? 
 
or 

• A single all-encompassing care plan for a 
conditions/ care journeys?



Is a single, holistic care plan manageable?



One care planning platform to rule them all? 

• Catalunya 

• Full regional/national 
commitment to open 
Platform / openEHR 
approach 

• Other Spanish regions 
exploring

https://discourse.openehr.org/t/
catalan-health-system-
launches-tender-for-openehr-
clinical-data-repository-service-
closes-21-dec-2022/3223



Multiple regional platforms?

• A single national platform is technically 
possible but culturally challenging in most 
countries (definitely England!) 

• Recent sitra.fi paper suggest 5 openEHR 
datastores for Finland 

• perhaps with some parts of the ‘global data’ 
increasingly in a national datastore

http://sitra.fi


Is this all too hard or a real opportunity?
• Complexity and quantity of potential data 

collection can seem overwhelming 

• But is is happening right now…


• esp. Nursing staff, social care


• Can we reduce that huge burden and 
actually improve care?

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
2023/01/21/pictured-doctor-shows-army-
pointless-forms-burying-nhs-hospitals/






